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REQUIREMENT 1: LEAGUE SAFETY OFFICER 

The League safety officer is Jeremy Slater and is on file with Little League International. The safety officer is 
responsible for developing and implementing this safety plan. The Safety Officer will follow Little League's Best 
Practices as well as all federal, state, and local guidelines regarding the coronavirus pandemic. 

Safety Officer Contact 
Jeremy Slater 

(727) 389-4226 
safety@starkeyll.org 

REQUIREMENT 2: DISTRIBUTION OF SAFETY MANUAL 

A copy of the 2026 safety manual will be distributed to all managers, coaches, league volunteers, concession 
workers, facilities crew, and the district safety officer. Due to the pandemic, we will distribute the Safety Plan 
electronically. 

REQUIREMENT 3: EMERGENCY AND LEAGUE OFFICER CONTACTS 

ALL EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

Law Enforcement
Pasco County Sheriff's Office – (727) 847-8102 

Fire Department 
Pasco County Fire & EMS – (727) 847-8102 

Poison Control 
Florida Poison Control Center – (800) 222-1222 

Starkey Little League Officers
President: Marie Bettinger – (908) 303-6330 

Vice President: Matt Snyder – (727) 810-0086 
Safety Officer: Jeremy Slater – (727) 389-4226 

Field Locations 
Starkey Ranch District Park - Lake Blanche Ave, Odessa, FL 33556 
WH Jack Mitchell Park - 4825 Little Rd, New Port Richey, FL 34655 
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REQUIREMENT 4: VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS 

Our league will use the official 2026 Little League Volunteer application form to screen ALL volunteers. Starkey 
LL will use JDP QuickApp to conduct background checks and FieldPoint to complete all State of Florida required 
Level II background checks. All volunteers will be required to complete Abuse Awareness Training. 

REQUIREMENT 5: FUNDAMENTALS TRAINING 

Our league will provide and require fundamentals training with at least one coach or manager from each team 
attending. Training will be held at Starkey Ranch District Park. 

 January 18th, 2026

 Training Location: Starkey Ranch District Park – Field 5

REQUIREMENT 6: FIRST AID TRAINING 

At least one representative from each team will be required to obtain first-aid training. Training will be held 
virtually this year for the safety of our volunteers. 

 Training: Virtual – Year-Round

 Training Location: National CPR Foundation - 
https://www.nationalcprfoundation.com/courses/standard-cpr-aed-first-aid/

REQUIREMENT 7: FIELD INSPECTIONS 

Coaches and umpires will be required to walk and inspect the playing fields before any use to check for holes, 
damage, glass, and other hazards. Any immediate hazards should be corrected and/or reported to league 
officials immediately. A sample inspection checklist is included in Appendix B.

REQUIREMENT 8: ANNUAL LITTLE LEAGUE FACILITY SURVEY 

The 2026 facility survey has been submitted in the Data Center.  
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REQUIREMENT 9: CONCESSION STAND SAFETY 

Concession safety procedures will be displayed in the concession stand. A copy is included as an appendix. 

Note: Starkey LL currently has no active concession stands. 

REQUIREMENT 10: EQUIPMENT INSPECTION 

The league equipment manager will inspect all equipment before the 2026 season. Defective equipment will be 
taken out of use. Coaches and managers will inspect the equipment prior to all games. Any equipment that is 
unsafe will not be used during games or practices.   

REQUIREMENT 11: ACCIDENT REPORTING 

All injuries must be reported to the Safety Officer within 24-48 hours. 

Accident forms can be found on the Little League International website. A link has been provided below to the 
local league reporting form. 

https://www.littleleague.org/downloads/incident-injury-tracking-form/

REQUIREMENT 12: FIRST-AID KITS 

First aid kits will be readily available at each site in the admin boxes. Board members, Coaches, and other Little 
League volunteers should familiarize themselves with the location and content of these first aid kits. 

REQUIREMENT 13: ENFORCEMENT OF LITTLE LEAGUE RULES 

All rules apply to practices, training, games, and any other Little League event. 

Our league will enforce all Little League rules, including:  

 proper equipment for catchers

 no on-deck batters

 bases that disengage on all fields
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REQUIREMENT 14: PLAYER, MANAGER, and COACH DATA 

Player, manager, and coach information will be submitted through the Little League Data Center. 

REQUIREMENT 15: ANSWER SURVEY QUESTION  

We will answer the survey question in the Little League Data Center. 
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Appendix A: CONCESSION STAND SAFETY PROCEDURES: 
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Appendix B: FACILITY AND FIELD INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

Facility and Field Inspection Checklist 

Facility Name:  

Inspector:  

Date/Time:  

 Holes, damage, rough or uneven spots 

 Slippery areas, long grass 

 Glass, rocks, other debris & foreign objects 

 Damage to screens, fences edges, or sharp fencing 

 Unsafe conditions around the backstop, pitcher's mound 

 Warning track condition 

 Dugouts condition before and after games 

 Ensure telephones are available 

 Areas around bleachers free of debris 

 General garbage clean-up 

 Who oversees emptying garbage cans? 

 Condition of restrooms and restroom supplies 

 Concession stand inspection 
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Appendix C: INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY FOR STARKEY LITTLE LEAGUE 

Lightning poses a serious threat during the Little League® regular and tournament seasons. In the United States, 

lightning activity picks up during the spring and peaks during the summer. Having a plan and knowing what to do when 

lightning approaches is important for player and fan safety. 

This starts with being "weather aware" by staying on top of the latest forecast from a trusted local meteorologist. A 

quiet summer day can quickly turn stormy, so it's important to be ready for quickly changing weather. It's helpful to use 

a smartphone app at the field to monitor rain and thunderstorms approaching your area. 

Lightning can strike long before it starts raining! In fact, many lightning strike victims are hit before rain begins. Lightning 

can strike over 10 miles from a thunderstorm, so action must be taken before the wet weather arrives. 

If you hear thunder or observe threatening skies, immediate action is required! It is not safe to be outside when 

lightning is in your area. Dugouts and pavilions do not provide safe cover during thunderstorms, and never seek shelter 

under a picnic shelter, bleachers, or shed. 

When lightning threatens, seek safety in a sturdy building that has plumbing and electricity. If this isn't an option, seek 

shelter in a hard-topped vehicle with the windows up. While in the vehicle, don't touch anything metal, or any 

electronics. 

Our Policy

Everyone participating in a Starkey Little League event, including games and practices, is expected to follow these basic 

guidelines when there is thunder and/or lightning: 

1. The designated lightning monitor will be the Starkey Little League Board Member on site. This monitor will make 

all decisions in concert with the Board's Safety Officer.  

2. If there is lightning or thunder, play must be suspended for 30 minutes from the last time lightning is seen or 

thunder is heard. 

3. The 30-minute countdown restarts every time lightning is seen, or thunder is heard. 

4. Players must wait in cars/vehicles and NOT in their dugouts or batting cage. 

5. The concession stand will be closed during this time. 

6. Activities can resume once 30 minutes have passed from the last time lightning is seen or thunder is heard, 

and/or an all-clear announcement has been made. 

Staying Safe from Lightning at the Field: https://www.littleleague.org/university/articles/staying-safe-from-lightning-at-

the-field/

Lightning Safety Guidelines from Little League: https://www.littleleague.org/playing-rules/appendices/appendix-a/


